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deal with the special problems of guns and
to pass a smart, balanced juvenile justice
crime bill that does more than talk tough.

I pledge to work with Congress of both
parties to pass such a bill. I look forward to
working with all of you to get the job done,
but I say again: The most powerful argument
for doing it is the experience you have al-
ready had, the successes you have already
achieved, the lives you have already saved.

When you know what works and you do
it and you see children’s lives reclaimed, it
becomes unconscionable not to do more. I
am determined that we will do more and that
we will win this incredibly important strug-
gle.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in the
Salon H of the Conference Center at Georgetown
University. In his remarks, he referred to Under
Secretary of the Treasury for Enforcement Ray-
mond W. Kelly; Father Leo Donovan, president,
Georgetown University; Sarah Brady, chair,
Handgun Control, Inc., and her husband, former
White House Press Secretary James S. Brady; and
Mayor Bob Lanier of Houston, Texas.

Memorandum on Enforcing the
Youth Handgun Safety Act
June 11, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury
Subject: Enforcing the Youth Handgun
Safety Act

A major problem in our Nation today is
the terrifying ease with which our young peo-
ple gain illegal or unattended access to guns.
Firearms are now responsible for 12 percent
of fatalities among all American children and
teenagers. Criminal use of firearms by young
people is a national tragedy. Between 1984
and 1994, the number of juvenile offenders
committing homicides by firearms nearly
quadrupled. Moreover, firearms are the
fourth leading cause of accidental deaths
among children ages 5 to 14 and are now
the primary method by which young people
commit suicide. A recent study supported by
the Department of Justice found that slightly
more than half of all privately owned firearms
were stored unlocked and approximately
one-third of all handguns were stored both

loaded and unlocked. We must do all we can
to prevent both illegal and unintended access
to guns by juveniles.

To address this issue, my Administration
has consistently called for toughening our
laws to help reduce youth gun violence. Spe-
cifically, we have fought for and gained pas-
sage of: (1) the Brady Law, to allow local
law enforcement to conduct background
checks before handguns are sold; (2) the As-
sault Weapons ban, to keep deadly assault
weapons off the streets; (3) the Gun-Free
Schools Act of 1994, to establish a policy of
‘‘zero tolerance’’ for guns in our schools; and
(4) the Youth Handgun Safety Act, Subtitle
B of the 1994 Crime Bill, to prohibit, in most
circumstances, the transfer to or possession
of a handgun by a juvenile.

More recently, we proposed comprehen-
sive juvenile crime legislation that, among
other things, would continue to crack down
on youth gun violence by increasing penalties
for transferring a firearm to a juvenile, pro-
hibiting violent juveniles from owning fire-
arms as adults, and requiring Federal fire-
arms licensees (FFLs) to provide a child safe-
ty lock with every gun sold. I hope the Con-
gress will enact these important measures as
soon as possible.

Until the Congress acts, however, there is
more we can do to keep handguns out of
the hands of our Nation’s youth. Existing law
already bans the transfer of handguns to mi-
nors and juvenile possession of handguns, ex-
cept in specified circumstances, and grants
the Department of the Treasury authority to
prescribe rules and regulations to implement
this provision. I direct you to take the author-
ized steps necessary to enforce the provisions
of the Youth Handgun Safety Act—and spe-
cifically, consistent with your statutory au-
thority, to promptly publish in the Federal
Register proposed regulations requiring that
signs be posted on the premises of FFLs and
that written notification be issued with each
handgun sold to non-licensees warning that:

(1) Federal law prohibits, except in cer-
tain limited circumstances, anyone
under the age of 18 from knowingly pos-
sessing a handgun, or any adult from
transferring a handgun to such a minor;
(2) violation of the prohibition of trans-
ferring a handgun to a minor is, under
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certain circumstances, punishable by up
to 10 years in prison;
(3) handguns are a leading contributor
to juvenile violence and fatalities; and
(4) safely storing and locking handguns
away from children can help ensure
compliance with Federal law.

I also direct you to provide me with a writ-
ten status report within 60 days on how you
will carry out this directive.

Your implementation of this directive will
help inform gun purchasers about their re-
sponsibility under Federal law to keep hand-
guns from our children. It will also ensure
that gun purchasers are warned about the
frequency with which handguns kill or injure
our kids.

William J. Clinton

Executive Order 13049—
Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons
June 11, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 1 of
the International Organizations Immunities
Act (22 U.S.C. 288), and having found that
the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons is a public international
organization in which the United States par-
ticipates within the meaning of the Inter-
national Organization Immunities Act, I
hereby designate the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons as a public
international organization entitled to enjoy
the privileges, exemptions, and immunities
conferred by the International Organizations
Immunities Act. This designation is not in-
tended to abridge in any respect privileges,
exemptions, or immunities that such organi-
zation may have acquired or may acquire by
international agreements, including the
Chemical Weapons Convention, or by con-
gressional action.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 11, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 13, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on June 16.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
June 11, 1997

Thank you very much. Let me say to all
of you how very grateful I am for your pres-
ence and for your support. I appreciate what
the Vice President has said, and I associate
myself with his remarks. I think that’s what
they say in the Congress. [Laughter]

I would just like to make two very brief
points. First of all, the country is in better
shape than it was 41⁄2 years ago. It is a direct
consequence, in my view, of the hard work
of the American people combined with the
policies and the changes which have been
instituted here.

I want you to know that my plan is to keep
working on this until the last day I’m in of-
fice. And as far as I’m concerned, all these
good things that have happened are not con-
stant unless they can be sustained, so that
we still have to put the meat on the bones
of the balanced budget agreement. In the ab-
stract, it is a very good agreement because
it contains an investment strategy for edu-
cation, for science and technology, for the
environment we can be proud of and it will
balance the budget with conservative esti-
mates. But we have to put the meat on the
bones.

I’m proud of the fact that we’ve had the
biggest drop in crime in 36 years, but juvenile
violence is still way too high, and we have
to put the meat on the bones. We have a
lot more to do there.

I’m proud of the fact that we’ve had the
biggest drop in welfare in history by far, but
we’ve still got to make sure when all those
people run out of their welfare checks they
can go to work, and we’ve got to put meat
on the bones.

I’m proud of the fact that this budget
agreement restores what I thought were un-
conscionable cuts in benefits to legal immi-
grants, but we’ve still got to put the meat
on the bones in terms of the details of the
legislation. So there’s a lot to be done here.

In the world, I’m gratified by the agree-
ments we’ve reached with Russia on the
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